Complications of endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography in jaundiced and cholestatic patients.
The purpose of this prospective study was to investigate the complication rate of endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) in the management of jaundiced and unjaundiced patients with laboratory findings suggesting cholestasis. ERCP was performed in 144 jaundiced patients and in 27 patients with unjaundiced cholestasis (age range 18-89 years, mean 66 years). Endoscopic papillotomy was performed in 45 patients, three for spasm of the sphincter of Oddi and the rest for choledochal stones. Seven bile duct prostheses were inserted endoscopically, all for treatment of malignant obstruction. The complications of ERCP were as follows: four cases of pancreatitis (2.3%), five cases of cholangitis (2.9%), two cases of bleeding (1.2%) and two perforations (1.2%). The overall complication rate was thus 7.6% (13/171) and there was no primary mortality. ERCP seems to be a safe and effective method in the diagnostic study and management of bile duct obstruction even in the elderly patients with jaundice or unjaundiced cholestasis.